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Happy 20th Birthday, Advocates!  
 

Advocates for Homeless Families is turning 20! Weõre pleased to announce a 

yearlong celebration commemorating our 20 years of empowering homeless  

families in Frederick to overcome homelessness. The celebration will include a 

number of unique events and activities, including a reunion of founders and  

program alumni, an oral history audio/visual project, a community quilt project, 

and Second Life for Second Chances (a virtual event and fundraiser stage in the 

online community Second Life).  

In February, 1988, a group of concerned individuals and church representa-

tives, led by All Saints Episcopal Parish, met with social service agencies and 

community service organizations to look at the issue of homelessness in Frederick 

County. From these meetings a plan was formulated, paperwork drawn up  and 

on April 29, 1988,  the State of Maryland granted Advocates (then called Advo-

cates for the Homeless) its charter; the IRS granted 501(c)3 nonprofit status on 

September 27, and the organization was then officially in business. Advocates 

changed its name in 1993 to Advocates for Homeless Families, to reflect its  

mission to serve families exclusively. Advocates has served over 800 families 

since that time with transitional housing and case management services.  

A group of board members, staff, and alumnae are currently seeking all past  

participants, founders and supporters of Advocates programs to join together for 

a reunion event to take place in October. Advocates will begin to take oral histo-

ries, both written and video, for inclusion in a special section of the Advocates 

website which will be available to the public. This section will also include news 

clippings, photos and 

other historical infor-

mation. Advocates is 

also inviting the pub-

lic to send a virtual 
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Advocates empowers motivated 
families to overcome homelessness. 

Our families succeed through  
a two-year structured program  

of housing, education and  
support services. 

Mr. Robert Ritchie 
stands with former 

Executive Director 

Ann Ryan in the 

location that was 
to become, with 

his assistance, 

Advocatesõ corpo-
rate headquarters.  




