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families to overcome homelessness.
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Happy 20th Birthday, Advocates!

Advocates

for

Homel ess Fami

e s

yearlong celebration commemorating our 20 years of empowering homeless

families in Frederick to overcome homelessness. The celebration will include a
number of unique events and activities, including a reunion of founders and
program alumni, an oral history audio/visual project, a community quilt project,
and Second Life for Second Chances (a virtual event and fundraiser stage in the

online community Second Life).

S

In February, 1988, a group of concerned individuals and church representa-

tives, led by All Saints Episcopal Parish, met with social service agencies and
community service organizations to look at the issue of homelessness in Frederick

County. From these meetings a plan was formulated, paperwork drawn up and

on April 29, 1988, the State of Maryland granted Advocates (then called Advo-
cates for the Homeless) its charter; the IRS granted 501(c)3 nonprofit status on
September 27, and the organization was then officially in business. Advocates
changed its name in 1993 to Advocates for Homeless Families, to reflect/its
mission to serve families exclusively. Advocates has served over 800 families

srinﬁe tf’tatﬁirge Wghdr%nfitigné\lthqusing and case management services.

A group of board members, staff, and alumnae are currently seeking all past
participants, founders and supporters of Advocates programs to join together for
a reunion event to take place in October. Advocates will begin to take oral histo-

ries, both written and video, for inclusion in a special section of the Advocates
website which will be available to the public. This section will also include news

clippings, photos and
other historical infor-
mation. Advocates is
also inviting the pub-
lic to send a virtual

Mr. Robert Ritchie
stands with former
Executive Director

location that was

to become, with

his assistance,
Advocat esd
rate headquarters.
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Advocates Opens the First Get a Life...a 0Sec
| DAds i n Frederick

Is your life a little boring? Are you tired of the same old, same old? Well,
_ Advocates is inviting you to come take a walk on the wild side fithe virtual one,
Advocates is pleased to announce anyway. This year, as part of its 20th Anniversary celebration, Advocates is
the first Individual Development conducting a fundraiser in the virtual world called Second Life, a 3D intercon-

Accounts (I DAGs) 1 npefdgSiful rre%lliﬁ/ 5amg\9h%r3 |5e¥ple can explore things that are anything
Seven participants of Advocates, but ordinary.

Habitat and_ Rescue Missiopiliiave In Second Life, people create an alter -ego for themselvesfi sometimes a furry
opened their accounts through the one, or one with purple hair ficalled an avatar. Their avatar can move about in

FENOEEIES (1A IR, 250 - 1 = the virtual world and experience a fictional landscape and activities. This might
specialized savings account that pro- include a zip -wire trip from

vides savings incentivesiin the form the top of the Arc de Triom-
of a 2:1 match for their savings i and phe in Paris. O a visit to
financial education. The account the famed Taj Mahal in In-
holder may use the funds at the end . O & e G T FETies
of three years to purchase a home or rial art garden at the Ameri-
pay for postsecondary education. can Cancer Society

These seven account holders are This Spring, Advocates is
just the.flrst in what will be an going to ask Frederickto-
expanding Advocates program. nians to grow some fur or
Advocates received a Community purple their hair and help us
Development Block Grant from the Shollade = wie
City of Frederick to open five more to the homeless population
SEEBNIE: EIE A OMETHIES fEd and their struggles. Visitors
requested further funds from other may get to plant a tree, add
sources. The goal is to open up 23 a building block to the
accounts in the first year and con- monument, or take a fly

tinue the program beyond it. around the area, all while learning about what it means to be homeless in
As part of the program, Advocates Frederick. Donations will be collected at the virtual site in Linden dollars, the
has hired a financial education coun- currency of Second Life, and converted to real cash after the event.
Sl SaEh 2GReunt - lel St Eem The event will take place over several months, with a few scheduled virtual
plete 20 hours of financial education andin-per son gatherings for newbies, or o0n
aling) e e 07 21 - 2 ouiie e in-world. Advocates will also post tutorials on its web site so that interested

Financial EdL.Jcator 5ElED proIV|d|ng future avatars can participate at any time.
one-on-one financial counseling and

leading financial literacy workshops
for Advocates participants and clients
of other homelessness and housing

The Advocates avatar, Cherie Carver, visits the Taj Mahal

agencies. Computer Geeks Needed!

Six of the new account holders Do you know Second Life or other virtual world games?
are building their homes through Are you a computer graphics artist? Handy with a mouse? We
Habitat for Humanity of Frederick need volunteers to assist in this unique project, doing a variety

of things, from in -world design to virtual chaperoning and
tutorials. Contact Elizabeth Galaida at 301 -662-2003 or
Gal ai da_advocates@comcast. net

County and Interfaith Housing Alli-
ance, and one wishes to continue her
education.
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Advocates Participant Shares Her First Impressions

Making a big change in your life can be overwhelming, On a deeper, more personal level, she has some major
and for Karen, a new Advocates participant, her situation is goals for herself. 0l r-eat egmn
just that. She has just moved into her new apartment as she says. 0ltds been knocked d
part of Advocatesd Transitiowlér dlousi aslgoprdghamd¢ Shersapgphe
may stay for up to two years while she works on goals she in herself more, that will also help her role model success
will set for herself. o0ltods ot hhénesaold®. adldimssaayé&d a shit
when asked how she feels about moving into her new place. me, now. 6 But_ before she
0l tés the first time in my | begimstobaadeehebeerO | ustC @dyN Palme $r
|l ease. | candt see anything bhéclbhake ﬁb[hﬁqlglM@_d:Mgeé Shed
excited for her son, age 10, who will be able to utilize a the smaller things, like

door openin

nearby skate park and pool when the weather gets warmer,  moving some things A Karen. a new
but right now, sheds |just gl adindtindhe apartmand,| e t Opafﬂtiéidérﬂ,omi m pers

alize his room, give him his own space. hanging her towels, and starting with

Karen is a divorced single mother with one son,andshe setting up her s é¢ecatesdransitonal
is expecting her second child, a boy, this summer. Before so he can do his home- Housing program
joining Advocates Karen stayed with her parents temporar- work.
ily. There were several problems with this arrangement, and Karen says she was

,/(r,, = .
she knew shedd have to get hiepressetvat thegpamaunte som

ever, her current job at a nursing home facility as an admin-  of support she received

istrative assistant just wa sflofmtAdvecatesegehbet o s u f 1 l*
family in Frederick. She is interested in pursuingacareceras f or e she moved i B .i/ | e

a medical assistant and working her way up in the medical process has been wonderful. It has -@ly l
field. She currently hol ds aopbnactntyeyesta tiings tavey r -'
to begin schooling again at Frederick Community College for. So much support, and so soon, '

this summer. She says that she hopes that more knowledge has been amazing.
in the medical field will help her to perform her current
administrative job better.

Continued from Page 1

birthday card on its blog (available at www.afhf.org). prepared for a busy year. oIt
Advocates is hoping to receive 800 birthday messages, to moment in 2008, 6 said EIlizabet
symbolize the over 800 families it has served since its forward to it. | 6m especially
inception. past participants and hearing
The Commemorative Quilt is currently in the design vocates and | havendét been wit
phase through collaboration with the ownership and patrons it is enormously gratifying to see how well the graduates
of the Needles & Pins quilt shop in Shab Row. Once | have already met are so successful at what they do now.
designed, the individual quilt pieces will be available for | think about the people currently in the programs, and
0Osponsorshipd6 at wvarious c o nltwoulddouetta heanfrom themeagan.afteitre mexte i | t ,
when completed, will spend a year on display in various years. o

public places throughout Frederick. The quilt design, by
Clow Creations, will be available for viewing on the Advo-
cates web site (www.afhf.org) starting April 15.

Executive Directors Elizabeth and Greg Galaida are
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Scott | sanogle Provides o0

In the Frederick area, cars are important to anyone Advocates clients and others in need.
who works, goes to school, or runs errands. In other The idea took root three or four years ago, when
words, nearly everybody. 0 P ushnoglegan into RBilly Shreve, whe wag them a boardmema y s
Advocates Executive Direct oiber& Habitaefdr Humbnity@bFrederict @ountyoHe askedo u r
participants without cars really struggle to get around and Shreve to oOkeep him in mindd in
get things done. 6 What does tafdfamiliesdavn thesroad. ey k€m Hislnumber. It @aso t t
Isanogle at Frederick Performance Center. Since lastyear, Habi t at 6s Executive Director Da\
Frederick Performance Center has donated over $10,000 in in touch with Advocates last year. His decision to help Ad-

automobile donation and repair services to Advocatespar- vocates was i mmedi ate. 00Once yol
ticipants. OHeds prepared dosamed|vehido@ue®o mobdi bespuatr et et i | |
use by our families, and heWwhedena depaiof wenlplfecometeldemel p.
t oo. Heb6s incredibly gener ous Heprovided the first round of repairs to Advocates

Isanogle has owned and operated Frederick Perform- participants out of pocket, and in his spare time. But he
ance Center, on Route 15 south of Thurmont, for 10 years, wanted to formalize the activity, and get more people in-
building it out of his own 21 -year love of workingoncars. vol ved. Thus began Cars for Hope
The business has five employees, and they sell and install ~ of Pep Boys, Thurmont Auto Sales, Speak Automotive, Pre-
auto accessories and perform other kinds of maintenance  cision Auto Body and others. One of the biggest chal-
and repairs, including engine work, transmissions and lenges, he says, is trying to juggle his time to do both the
brakes. Scott recently took things a step furtherandbegan donat ed repairs and his regul ar
his own 501(c)3 nonprofit, @lkmdssfadtooservicesanpalveddhrotigh a rretsvorkpof mo r e

Contdd on Pact

| s OTr ain-Bl acea t he Ans

Most industries have their own special lexicon or jargon.  ships at a new school. Additionally, the family is working to
The social service field, in particular homeless services, is build a positive rental history that they may not have had
no different. An attendee at the recent National Conference previously. In some instances, a security deposit provided by
on Ending Family Homelessness in Seattle would have heard the agency remains in place with the landlord, to be re-
terms | i kendrgygpidd o0seé ngl e p o-i tarhed wherrtheifamiy mdvesws er vi c e
l'inked housi-m@gs &d Osuppiomdg, 6 O p Advaredes las dnd fmsihpd landlords in the past, like
portive housingdéd and many ot Westwmds Amrenents (formarlyFeeddridk Height€) anel t h a't
caught my attention at t htiie ghesierbfosk Agaxtneentd in Mickllstowd,twhoehave dlldwedo n

pl ace. 6 Tinrpacessioneiofchose great in theory, Advocates to lease a unit in its name (thankfully, usually at
somewhat more difficult to implement in reality approaches a discounted rate) and sublet to a family. The challenge

meant to | imit a homel ess f athénlanddovisinghle abaity ta have thie family & ansn- a p -
proach, a service provider like Advocates partners with a come | evel sustainable for mar
private landlord to sublet housing to a homeless family. The t i me or | ess. HUDd&s final Fi sc.
provider pays the rent and utilities for a given period scale reveals that the average rate for a two -bedroom non-
(usually up to two years), possibly collecting rent from the luxury apartment in Frederick County is $1,324 per month.

family based on their income level, and making up the dif- Since 2000, Fair Market Rents have increased 45.5% for the
ference, and at the end of the relationship, the landlord area. One can see why a family coming from 30% or less of

allows tenancy to convert to the head(s) of the family. the areads median income | evel

This might require the landlord to overlook such issues come.
as past eviction, or credit and a sporadic work history. The
benefits for the family are obvious fithe family does not Greg Galaida
have to physically pick up and move after graduation from Executive Director -
. . . . Advocates for Homeless Families
the program, forcing the children to establish new relation-
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Contéd from Page 4
service providers and dealers who can
do maybe one job a month pro bono,

Cars for Hope is planning to work with organizations who serve clients
with a demonstrated need. They will check out a car for free, and then
charge $27 per hour for labor, which is their break even cost, and include the
parts at cost. This will amount to significant savings for a needy family, typi-
cally less than half the cost of a regular repair. In addition, he says, he hopes
to hold some donated cars in reserve, so if a client brings in a car that needs

more work than the car is wort h, he
|l sanogle is thankful he can hel p.
and say, O6well, they need to get a
might say their problems areself -i nf | i ct ed, but that
Sometimes itdés just bad luck, or
hel ped has been very appreciative.
that makes him feel good, too, he says,
bl essed. ¢
Gal aida feels that Advocates has
Scott. o0The kinds of repairs heds
oand it can be the difference between
you can go to work. o

Currently, Cars for Hope is looking for volunteers and board members,
and a volunteer coordinator to help broker services as they are needed.

oCars for founder Scott | sanogl e,

Hopeod
Terry Quesenberry at Frederick Performance Center just south of Thurmont

If you are interested in donating a car,
providing services or volunteering,
please contact Scott Isanogle at 301-898-9870

The Advocate
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News Briefs

W a

Afl¥opates welcqmgsitheee ney Hoprd ¢

a n d memgeps o Rpyla Bisey of Pejognacylile & d e n

Carpet, Ted Luck of Frederick County
Public Schools, and Jeanne Singer of the
Law Offices of Jeanne Singer. We
welcome their support and patrticipation.

On Sept 27, 2008 Advocates will host an

c aAnnivensagyevert | \yesagedogking for o y t
o | founders calyngni; ang fgrmer gtagf
j o bmegbepswho canheipdis create ai oralh g n
d o ehéstery @nd pagtiginate in theygunion.
e v e r ylfYRYOhsgmeRne yoy kngw is cgnpegted.  E
T h eWith Adgogafes, gigasejcantaciil.a ns  a

at a

his f an
bring

t hat
t o

adding

Wedre sorry

a | s @isipsdedhThepAgvocats, YW pge-pby  p
d o i ntinescbadews Bappgns.iThissyeag o st | vy

Agogates did net iegeiveragrg frome -
the Fannie Mae Foundation as in years

past. It has been a sizeable grant in
recent years. Wedre c
other sources to replace the lost income.

Advocates did receive $20,000 from the
City of FGQomrdueity Devatop-s
ment Block Grant program. These funds

will be given to participants of Advo-
catesd I ndividual Dev
program. The IDA program offers savings
incentives, in the form of matching

funds, for participants saving for home-

ownership or postsecondary education.

Honor Your Mother with a

Gift to Advocates!
If you would like
and tpnr@akﬁ a gifts Cas"t aff
301-662-2003
or visit www.afhf.org
We will send your mother a card
acknowledging your gift.

me mb
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Family Circle Donors £<20g
(Individual gifts of $1,000 or more) m W W m
VNG

Avanti Marble & Granite Dawn Leonard, MD W _m W W

M. Robert Ritchie, Jr. Dr. Sharon Kuebbing m % m s

Mr. & Mrs. Noel Barbot Ken and Peggy McCombs za g

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Barger Bunny and Jack O&Del | nNuSFP
William Browning, Jr. Jan Samet OdéLeary and Mifk @@_.mmqux

Mr. & Mrs. William Orr
Jim and Yvonne Reinsch
Mr. & Mrs. Leo Rocca

Nancy Gillece and Joe McClintock
Carol Ann Greenwood
Marcia Hall and Jerry Quance

Scott and Annie Isanogle Ruth Roney
JK Moving & Storage Dan Schiffman & Associates
Harriet Langlois and Lou King Dr. Olivia White

Pat and George Leiby

Thanks to these other recent donors:

A Mr. & Mrs. Fred Abeles
All Saint's Episcopal Parish
America's Charities

Santa Pub Crawl
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Schaden
Suzanne Schmid

Gail and Joyce Guyton
Mr. & Mrs. Regis Hammond
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Harpster

Anonymous Vickie Harris Linda Jean Scott

Ann Antoniewicz Mr. & Mrs. D. Hunt Hendrickson Catherine Seibert

Nevin Baker Clare Hill Col. & Mrs. Edward Shelton
Carolyn Barranca Robert Hooper Virginia Skelley

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Beveridge Interior Style
Sheila Black Mary M. Johnson
Carol Blodnikar Henrietta Jones

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Smelser
Mr. & Mrs. E.H. Spurrier
F. Dudley Staples

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Brekhus Jr. Joseph D Baker Foundation Dean Stickell
Dr. & Mrs. David Bromberg Judith Kirkpatrick James Summerville and
Mary Anna Burgee Mr. & Mrs. Lawerence Lavery Berkeley Raleigh

Buyer's Best, LLC
Bydanho Class

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Lesure
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Letourneau

Sunnyside Sculpture Studio
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Terselic

Calvary United Methodist Church
Marion Carmack

Christ Reformed Church of Christ
Stacey Collins

The Community Foundation of

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Litras
Barbara Lohman-Flynn
Loiederman Soltesz Associates
Nancy MacNamara

Noreen McNeill

Maureen Thomas

Dr. & Mrs. Benedict Thompson
Edward Trey

United Way of Frederick County
David Wallace

Mr. & Mrs. James Watson
Terry Watson

Annelie Weber

Weller United Methodist Church
Anne Whitman

Dave Wilkinson

Williams Funeral Home

Jean Marie Wolf

Larry Wolford

Frederick County Dr. James Merkel
Mr. & Mrs. Edwin Cornish Anne Meyer
Connie CousinsBaker Middletown High School
Dr. Lawrence Costello Dr. Sharon Moore
Crawford-Doyle Charitable Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Moore
Foundation Ms. Linda Moran, LCSWWC
Deborah Daugherty Morgan Stanley Dean Witter
Dr. LeRoy Davis Morgan-Keller Inc.
Jane Dunsmore Needles & Pins

Dorothy Engle Rosemary Orthmann Women's Bible Class * ¥ )

Evangelical Reformed Church Mr. & Mrs. Charles Pearl Women's Fellowship & Service Guild N

Evening on the Riviera Mr. & Mrs. A.G. Pecora Virginia Woodman e e nlu. a M
Fannie Mae Foundation Proffitt & Associates, Architects Maida Wright = 5= W < \
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Fenimore Mr. & Mrs. Michael Puglisi Mr. & Mrs. Paul Yeager | ] e m nluu WL[ \
Nancy Franck Mr & Mrs J. Tyler Quynn Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Zebovitz ,, &) m < Z @ /
Freddie Mac Foundation Randall Charitable Trust Donor \ O O O, 05 5= |
Frederick County Assoc. of Realtors Advised Fund/The / V Z. 2 /
Frederick County Government Community Foundation d H m (2
Friends of Sue Hecht of Frederick County S O m

G. Frank Thomas Foundation Dr. & Mrs. Gregory Rausch A ©)

Mr. & Mrs. James Gangawere Reliable Recycling ]

Linda Gery Nancy Rhinelander N

Mr. & Mrs. John Gibbs
Janet Gochenour
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Golden

Rippeon & McCurdy, DDS = e
Michaela Robinson

Rotary Club of Carroll Creek

Ching-Jou Gou Saint Mary's Chapter of All Saints

Grace United Church of Christ Episcopal Parish

Pat Green Nilam SanghviLeahy

216 Abrecht Place

Frederick, MD 21701
the 20th Birthday message.

Send Advocates a birthday card! »
Visit www.afhf.org and click on



